[The etiological structure of the morbidity from influenza and other ARDs on the territory of Russia in the season of 1997-1998].
The antigenic properties of 51 strains of influenza virus A(H1N1), isolated in different cities of Russia during the epidemic of 1998, were studied. Most of these strains (49) proved to be similar to virus A/Bern/07/95 in the antigenic structure of hemagglutinin, but 2 strains isolated in Ulan-Ude were found to be closely related to new antigenic variants of this virus: A/Beijing/262/95 and A/Fukuoka/c7/98. The analysis of the antigenic structure of influenza-like diseases (ILD) in different cities of Russia revealed that adenoviruses causing up to 10.9-14.6% of all acute respiratory virus infections dominated at the pre- and post-epidemic periods. RS-viruses, parainfluenza viruses of types 2 and 3 circulated during the whole season (their proportion was 5.1-6.6%). The intensity of the circulation of influenza viruses A(H1N1) and A(H3N2) increased, starting from January, and continued till April 1998; its peak was observed in February-March in most of the cities of Russia (up to 37.5-41.6% according to the results of immunofluorescent diagnostics and 53-73% of ILD according to the results of the hemagglutination inhibition test). The occurrence of influenza B during this season was very low.